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Collaboration Solutions

The simple, easy to use answer, that cuts lead-times 
straight “out of the box”.

TeamPlace is a new Microsoft web-based
solution expanded by Volvo IT to facili-
tate team collaboration. Team websites
can be created on the enterprise intranet
where documents, tasks, contact lists
and discussions can be shared, regard-
less of time and location. 

TeamPlace is fully integrated with Microsoft Office

XP applications, such as Word, Excel, PowerPoint

and Outlook, so it is very easy to share informa-

tion.  TeamPlace gives you a team website without

needing any special software.

Easy to set-up, 
TeamPlace is ready to use. 
As an ‘out of the box solution’ no specific develop-

ment is required. You can rapidly set up a team

website with standard features that can be cus-

tomized using your web browser and the ‘site 

settings’ option. You use seven pre-configured lists

to manage announcements, events, contacts, 

discussion boards, links, tasks and surveys.

A TeamPlace manager is appointed by the

owner of the team site depending on what the

owner wants. This manager delegates new mem-

bers, manages access rights, helps organise docu-

ments, which specific users can add to or modify,

organises lay-out structures, etc.

Adding business value.
As TeamPlace is so quick and easy to set up, a key

function immediately becomes apparent. If your

company works with product design then the

“concept-to-market” time of your product can be

dramatically shortened. Different parts of your

organisation can immediately start working with

each other on-screen from the design phase to

final technical drawing or plan. The synergy bene-

fits gained and the speed with which ideas can be

finalised are real added value.

A secured workplace.
Anonymous access to a part of the team site is

possible. If anonymous access is removed, then a

log-in is required to access the workspace. Only

registered users on the workspace will gain access

with the authorization level that has been assigned

to them by the TeamPlace manager. 

Security is guaranteed by the security of the

Outlook system. The same log-ins and password

facilities are utilised. Thus a 2-level security 

system is in place with full “steer and control”

functionality for deciding who goes in and out.

Availability is also guaranteed, as everything is

stored and backed up on a server providing full

access 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Our purchasing processes are certified according 
to the ISO 14 000 standard to make sure we work 
as efficiently as possible with these issues through-
out the entire purchasing procedure. The ISO  
14 000 standard stipulates that when purchasing 
new hardware, we should only consider purchas-
ing products that can present an Environmental 
Product Declaration (EPD). 

EPD is an information system used for describing 
environmental impact of products and services from 
a lifecycle perspective. One of the most prominent 
areas for using EPD is within environmentally certi-
fied purchasing.

One focused area from an environmental perspec-
tive is our data centres. Our main data centers, 
located in Gothenburg, Sweden, only use “green” 
electricity, which means that the power has been 
produced from non-fossil sources. To use electri-
city efficiently, we make sure that the processors are 
in hibernate mode when their capacity isn’t needed, 
and then switch over to ‘on! mode when the need 
for extended processor capacity increases. 

We have chosen to locate our newest data center 
just by the ocean, to be able to use the sea water in 
an efficient way. Sea water is pumped from a depth 
of 12 meters and used to cool the data center. After 

the water has done its cooling job it is pumped out 
into the ocean again, this time just at the surface 
in a small bay, where the temperature is higher by 
nature. This area is part of a natural protection area, 
which means that the water temperature cannot be 
altered. By pumping the water from a considerable 
depth and releasing it back into the water just at 
surface level, we make sure that water with a nor-
mal oxygen level is released into the bay, and thus 
this has a positive effect on the local wild life.

We also use virtualization to use our hardware in a 
more efficient way and hence avoid unnecessary 
hardware purchases as well as maintenance costs. 
As an example, consolidation within our Mainframe 
environment has reduced eleven computers to only 
two. Not only does this save electricity; it also lowers 
our spending on hardware. 

For hardware, the entire lifecycle, from purchasing 
to disposal of used products, has been certified to 
ensure an environmentally friendly handling process.

By applying a “Green IT” way of thinking we save 
costs for ourselves and our customers, while at the 
same time taking a corporate responsibilty for the 
environmental impact of what we do – a true win-
win concept.

Green It at Volvo IT
For Volvo IT, it is very important to try, as far as it is possible, to minimize 
the environmental impact from our organization. Several measures have 
been taken to ensure environmental care in all our processes. 



Volvo Information Technology provides the Volvo Group, Volvo Car Corporation and selected customers with specialised skill
and cost-effective solutions for all areas of industrial IT, including superior data centre operations and infrastructure.

Benefits of choosing TeamPlace.
TeamPlace is designed for projects and small work-

ing groups. Users can easily customize its structure.

Collaboration is possible regardless of time and

place; discussion forums, announcements, tasks and

contact lists can all be shared in one secured part of

the web.

From your own Office XP application you can

import and export documents, create notice boards

and links directly using Outlook 2002. The benefits

of this include seamless functionality, user-friendly

click and edit functions, automatic save and better

integration.

A function is included for surveys and automat-

ic analysis letting you simply create surveys on elec-

tronic forms and addressing them to members of

the team-place. The results are presented as graphs

and/or reports. 

A simple email invitation registers team mem-

bers to the site, and different authorization levels

can be assigned to each member. 

Requirements for use.
TeamPlace is run on a Windows 2000 web server.

You must have Internet Explorer version 5 or 6

installed on your desktop and a connection to the

enterprise intranet.  

Volvo IT package.
With over 30 years of working with IT solutions,

Volvo IT has developed strong methods and exten-

sive know-how that can benefit your business. 

The packaged solution provided by Volvo IT in-

cludes the creation of the web team site, operation,

user manuals and support. E-learning through the

intranet is also available and included in the

TeamPlace version 2.

TeamPlace Home Page.

The “Create Page” in Team Place.

Volvo Information Technology AB
www.volvoit.com

Volvo IT provides specialist skills and cost-effective solutions for all areas of industrial IT, from product development to sales and the aftermarket. 
Volvo IT’s range includes superior data centre operations and IT infrastructure. Volvo IT is a global organization and part of the Volvo Group.


